research project
ARTICLE POSTER
The poster presents the major findings and conclusions from an article that reports empirical research and uses statistical inference and techniques of data analysis. 
(Empirical research = a study presenting information and knowledge based on producing and collecting data through the senses, rather than on theoretical or conceptual discussion.)
Elements to Display on Your Poster
You may want to place each element on a background of colorful construction paper; you could place elements 2-7 (the “set up”) using one color and elements 7-11 (the findings and conclusion) using another color. 
Keep each element short—summarize in bullet points, rather than writing a long block of text, so that your audience can see the results at a glance.
Keep the layout neat and easy to follow—for example, place the title and the RQ at the top and center of the poster, elements 3-7 vertically ordered on the left side of the poster, and elements 8-11 vertically ordered on the right side of the poster; or place them in rows like the “slides” for PowerPoint handouts (or any other way, as long as it is clear what the order is).
1. Title: Name of the author(s), title of the article, journal name, volume, date, and page numbers; if retrieved online, the URL for the article. The article citation can be placed at the top-center of your poster—in the spot where you would place the title of the project. 
2. Your summary of the research question. Note that some studies may word this in terms of a “focal relationship.” What did the researcher want to learn? You can place this element directly under the title.
3. Specific hypotheses that were tested. (This may involve stating the focal relationship and suggesting a number of control and confounding variables that were examined.) You do not need to display all of them—just the ones you deem most important.
4. How were the key variables operationalized? Did the operational definitions address SGM’s criteria of validity and reliability? (You don’t have to address this for every variable in the study—just the key ones, the ones in the “focal relationship,” and maybe for a couple of the more challenging control and confounding variables.)
5. Sampling: How was the sample selected? Was it a probability sample? What population did the sample represent?
6. What statistical data analysis techniques (regression, cross-tab tables, ANOVA, etc.) were used to test the hypotheses? Based on your understanding of “level of measurement” did these appear to be good choices?
7. How was statistical inference carried out? (Usually with a test of significance, but increasingly you will also see the use of confidence intervals). Was a “test statistic” computed for testing significance? (e.g., chi-square, F, t, etc.)
8. Which hypotheses were supported? Were the results significant? Strong? What were the major findings? 
9. How did the researchers display their results? (e.g., What did they include in the output? Did they include the descriptives for all of the variables? How did they show significance—with one or more * for different levels and/or with the actual p-values?)
10. What was the overall conclusion? Relate this to the initial RQ.
11. Implications: Did the authors suggest any policies or interventions? Does this study have any larger significance for health, social justice, environmental protection, etc.?
